
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 94-058

NPDES PERMIT NO. CA0029513.

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

FASS METAL COMPANY
RICHMOND, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Board, San Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter the Board)
finds that:

Description of Discharger

1. By application dated October 17, 1991 and additional information dated September 20, 1993, Fass
Metal Company (hereinafter the Discharger) has applied for issuance of waste discharge
requirements and a permit to discharge under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System.

2. The Discharger owns a metals accumulation facility located at 818 West Gertrude Street in the
City of Richmond, Contra Costa County. Reusable metals such as aluminum, copper, etc. are
collected, sorted, and distributed to recycling facilities. It is surrounded by wrecking yards and
petrochemical processing facilities; the nearest residence is approximately one quarter mile to
the east.

3. The site is a flat parcel roughly 100 feet by 312 feet. Approximately two to five feet of
heterogeneous fill overlie a relatively uniform 202.5-foot thick layer of silty clay (Bay Mud).
Soil is contaminated with polychlorinated biphenols (PCBs) and chlorobenzenes; analyses have
detected up to 4040 parts per million (ppm) PCBs and up to 294 ppm chlorobenzenes in remaining
on-site soils. Analyses of groundwater have detected up to the following concentrations of metals:
307 ppb copper, 28 ppb lead, 64 ppb nickel, 15 ppb silver, and 184 ppb zinc. The following
inorganics have not been detected in groundwater at the following reporting limits (given in
parentheses): arsenic (20 ppb), cadmium 00 ppb), chromium IV (20 ppb), cyanide (25 ppb),
mercury 0 ppb), and PCBs (0.5 ppb).

4. The site has been in operation since 1957. Prior to 1978, Sacramento Municipal Utility District
sold electrical transformers to Fass Metals for recycling as scrap metal. The transformers
containing dielectric mineral oil were dismantled and drained. Due to Fass Metals' handling and
recycling procedures, mineral oil was allowed to spill onto the ground at several places. Some
mineral oil transformers are known to have contained PCBs and the soil contamination is a result
of these activities.

Site Remediation

5. In February 1986, a surface water control system was implemented to control PCB migration
through surface runoff. The surface water control system collects and temporarily stores storm
water in a holding pond. The stored storm water is then treated to remove PCBs and discharged
into Wildcat Creek. Board Order No. 89-047 was issued on April 19, 1989 to establish waste
discharge requirements for this discharge.
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